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by him into analysis in 1843, involving the three new imagi- 
naries i, j, k, for which the fundamental formula, 
j* =f = #> = «/£ = _], 

holds good. (See the Proceedings of November 13th, 1843). 
And Sir W. R. Hamilton thinks that the name " BioiUA- 
ternion," which he has been for a considerable time accus- 
tomed to apply, in his own researches, to an expression of 
this form q+ %/(-!) Q> is a designation more appropriate to 
such expressions than to the entirely different (but very inte- 
resting) octonomials of Messrs. J. T. Graves and Arthur 
Cayley, to which Octaves the Rev. Mr. Kirkman, in his paper 
on Pluquaternions, has suggested (though with all courtesy 
towards the present author), that the name of biquaternion 
might be applied. 



Dr. Todd presented, on behalf of Mr. Caulfield of Cork, 
the rubbing of a grave-stone found in the ancient church of 
Keel, East Carbery, County Cork. 

The stone from which the rubbing was taken is flat, and 
the exact size and shape of the paper; and is a species of 
granite, of a kind, as Mr. Caulfield thinks, quite different 
from any found in the neighbourhood. The back of the stone 
is somewhat concave, and, as Mr. Caulfield thinks, made so 
by art. 

Mr. Caulfield stated, in a letter to Dr. Todd, that he had 
opened in the same district three forts, in one of which, called 
Aghalusky, he found Ogham inscriptions on the flags of the 
ceiling. " Near one of the forts, called Tullymurrihy," Mr. 
Caulfield says, " my attention was attracted by a rise in the 
ground, which I determined to have opened, and was rewarded 
by the appearance of loose stone masonry ; and after getting 
larger stones removed, to the depth of seven feet, I came to an 
earthen floor, on one end of which were enormous quantities 
of bones, teeth, charcoal, and large heaps of the bones of 
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small animals, such as field-mice, &c. The cavity consists 
of two circular ends, each six feet in diameter, connected to- 
gether by a rectangular passage.fourteen feet nine inches long." 
Mr. Caulfield sent up to Dr. Todd a specimen of the 
smaller bones found in this chamber. When found they were 
in a moist state, and mixed up with something like hair very 
fine. 



Captain T. A. Larcom presented, on the part of Mr. 
Learanke, a bronze sword-blade, with an iron spear-head, and 
some fragments of a baked clay urn, found with a skeleton 
buried in an erect posture in a tumulus, in the parish of Kil- 
tale, barony of Lower Deece, County Meath. The fort is 
called Croghan Erin, and its situation is shown on sheet 37 of 
the Ordnance Survey of Meath. 

" The tumulus was in the form of a frustrum of a cone, 
about twenty yards in diameter at the base, and raised above 
the level of the adjoining land about twelve feet. 

" The excavation was commenced at the level of the base 
of the tumulus, and carried in with a nearly perpendicular face. 
About the centre, at the height of seven feet above the level 
of the base, a large flag was found, with its bed nearly level, 
and supported at the back by an upright flag, and at the two 
ends by large round stones. Under the large flag, with the 
earth packed around it and over it, a human skeleton was dis- 
covered in a perpendicular position, the skull being imme- 
diately below the flag, and the lower extremities a little raised 
over the level of the base of the tumulus. In the vicinity the 
spear-heads were taken up. 

" When the entire tumulus was removed a pit was sunk 
under its base, into what appeared to be made earth, it being 
soft, and differing from the soil adjoining, which was limestone 
gravel ; in this, about four feet in depth, the urn was found, 
and unfortunately shivered into numerous pieces by the blow 
of a spade. Along with the urn was found a thin piece of 



